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The History of the Cowboy, in Verse and Song                  

at the THS Annual Meeting, Thursday, January 14  

Eldon Housley 

 We are greatly honored to have Eldon Housley as the speaker at our annual meeting on 

Thursday, January 14, in the Geronimo Room of the Tubac Golf Resort. Lunch will be 

served at noon. After we confirm a new board member and conduct some brief official business, 

Eldon will give us a unique presentation of the history of the American cowboy.  

 Eldon grew up on a farm/ranch on the edge of the Sandhills in Southwest Nebraska. Like 

most boys and girls, his "heroes have always been cowboys." He started riding horses before he 

was old enough to remember and broke his first bronc when he was twelve years old. A love of 

horses and the cowboy way helped him work his 

way through college (University of Nebraska) by 

shoeing and training horses. By the time he 

graduated with a degree in Education, he was 

making more money shoeing horses than he 

could teaching school. His ranching, horseshoe-

ing and team roping experience, in addition to his 

love of history and the Old West, provides an 

abundance of material for his enchanting and  

informative stories in rhyme.  

 Be sure to catch this unique presentation 

of the history of the cowboy. Eldon starts with a 

song which leads into some history which leads 

to another song which leads to a discussion of the meaning of the words in the song which leads 

to a poem which leads to more history, and so on. Each time Eldon does his "program" it is a little 

different. 

 Eldon has performed all over Arizona, and in New Mexico, Nebraska, and Texas. In 2006, 

Eldon performed at the Arizona Cowboy Poets Gathering in Prescott. He was invited to compete 

in "the world's only Cowboy Poet Rodeo" in Kanab, Utah, and earned second place in two divi-

sions. He was a featured poet at the Gila Valley Cowboy Poets Gathering in Safford, Arizona, 

and he performs weekly at the White Stallion Ranch outside of Tucson. You can learn more about 

Eldon at his website at www.eldonhousley.com  

 The staff at the Tubac Golf Resort has arranged a delicious menu of herb and garlic mari-

nated grilled chicken breast, light cherry tomato, olive and red onion relish, fresh green pea      

risotto, and broccolini, with your choice of iced tea or lemonade, and fresh baked cookies and 

brownies for dessert for an all-inclusive price of only $30 per person.                    Reservations 

must be received by noon on Friday, January 8, 2010.        Please join us for a delicious lunch, 

a wonderful meeting, and an entertaining and informative presentation by Eldon Housley!  

http://www.eldonhousley.com


THS November Meeting 

 We were delighted to 

have Dr. Beverly ñPennyò 

David address our November 

meeting at the Tubac Center of 

the Arts. This was the second in 

a series of programs that are free 

to members with only a nominal 

charge to non-members. Dr. 

David merged two of her lec-

tures into one as a special favor 

to us. We heard the story of 

Frederic Remingtonôs portrayal 

of the Buffalo Soldiers and saw 

a number of images with vivid 

descriptions of Remingtonôs 

stylistic technique. We also 

learned fascinating details re-

garding Maynard Dixonôs enchanting murals for 

the Tucson train station. We were delighted to 

have added several new members at the meeting. 

 

TUBAC                    

(Images of America)        

by Shaw Kinsley 

This recently published book by Tubac 

resident and research consultant Shaw 

Kinsley contains over 200 images from 

private and institutional collections. The  

introduction and captions give an over-

view of Tubacôs long history.   Itôs priced 

at $21.99 but THS members pay only 

$19.79 with their 10% discount. There is 

also a set of 15 postcards of vintage im-

ages from the book; these are $7.99 regu-

larly and just $7.19 for THS members! 

 

Beverly ñPennyò David, Ph.D. 

New THS Members 

 

Welcome to the  

Tubac Historical Society! 

Corinne Tynes 

Jim & Judy McNally 

Al & Lucy Dumouchelle 

Mary Lou & Dick Taggart 

Shirley Seaman 

Kevin & Rebecca McMahon  



THS 2010 Membership Dues  

 

 We think weôre the best membership bargain in the Santa Cruz River Valley 

and Tubac Historical Society needs your support for the upcoming year. Weôd 

really like you to show your support for THS by increasing your level of support 

by renewing at the Copper, Silver, or Gold level, but we will be 

delighted to have your renewal at whatever level is comfortable.  

 Your support of our programming and trips is greatly ap-

preciated, but we need your financial support as well. Please 

consider a 100% tax-deductible donation to THS in addition to 

your dues renewal. We have a number of plans for the coming 

year including the preservation of our oral history cassettes, the 

development of a website, expanding the collections covered by 

our library catalog, beginning a program to circulate THS non-

rare books to members, and the creation of a walking tour brochure of Tubac.  

 We have been blessed by several new volunteers who are making great 

strides in organizing and making our collections 

even more accessible and available. Thereôs plenty 

to do, and youôd be most welcome! Youôll find the 

effort involved in assisting with our projects and ac-

tivities is rewarding. THS is your historical society. 

Get involved and be a part of History! 

 Please make any address corrections as needed 

on the enclosed Dues Renewal form.  We have added a line for your email ad-

dress as weôre planning to develop the option of communicating digitally over 

the coming year. The address label on this newsletter indicates if you have 

already paid through 2010.  If the code following your name does not show 10Y 

or      10/#-# it is time to renew.  If your label shows 08Y, please send a check 

for two years. By the way, 09/5-10 indicates to us that you are out of the Tubac 

area from May to October.  

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

The Tubac Historical Society 



  

 Tubac is lucky to have an event like Anza Days. Juan Bautista de Anza, for whom this 

celebration is named, first proposed an expedition to Alta California in 1772. It was approved 

and he departed Tubac on January 8, 1774 with 3 padres, 20 soldiers, 11 servants, 35 mules, 65 

cattle, and 140 horses. The expedition reached Monterey, Alta California's capital, on April 19. 

Anza returned to Tubac by late May, 1774. His swift and successful expedition resulted in his 

promotion to the rank of lieutenant-colonel and he was immediately ordered to lead a group of 

colonists to Alta California. The Spanish wanted to reinforce their presence there against Rus-

sian advances from the north, and to establish a safe harbor for Spanish ships returning from the 

Philippines. It is the second expedition that Tubac celebrates each October, which departed 

Tubac in October, 1775 and arrived at Mission San Gabriel in January, 1776. 

 This year Anza Days took place on Saturday, October 17 at the Tubac Presidio State 

Park with a charming assortment of entertainment, lectures, demonstrations, and displays. Nine 

non-profit groups including the Santa Cruz Valley Heritage Foundation, Friends of the Presidio, 

State Park Foundation, Tubac Rotary, Anza Trails Coalition of Arizona, U.S. Forest Service, 

Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge, Friends of the Santa Cruz River, and Tubac Historical 

Society worked together to make this a splendid event. 

The arrival of the reenactment riders was a highpoint. This year Captain Anza was por-

trayed by Luis Bracamonte who was accompanied by a contingent of historically costumed rid-

ers. Bracamonte gave an excellent re-cap of the his-

toric expedition and some attendees wished he had 

spoken longer. Other people attired in Spanish Co-

lonial dress added to the ambience: Hector and 

Micki Soza portrayed Jose Maria Sosa and Rita 

Espinosa, and Don Garate wore an officerôs uni-

form of the period. More people in Spanish colonial 

dress would improve the event, and volunteers to 

research and make costumes for next yearôs event 

are eagerly sought. Entertainments included per-

formances by Mariachi Plata, LaPaloma Dancers 

Raiz Latina, Lourdes School Performers, and a chil-

drenôs pageant called ñTwo Cultures Bridged.ò 

There were lectures on what life was like in the 1775 Tubac Presidio, on the 

Anza re-enactment ride of 1976, on the archaeological traces of expedition campsites, and on 

the Spanish wars against the Apache.  The food vendors were well located in the picnic area 

and served up a variety of delicious regional food. There is interest in having more vendors next 

year and including authentic food from the era.  There were demonstrations of the 1858 Wash-

ington press (which printed the first newspaper in Arizona), of the techniques of making adobe 

bricks, and of the historical tools collection in the Rojas House. The reproduction cannon was 

fired several times throughout the day. 

Tubac Historical Society hosted Shaw Kinsley who signed copies of his just-published 

photographic history of Tubac. The Society loaned their public address system to the organiz-

ers, and financially supported the performances of Mariachi Plata and LaPaloma Dancers. It 

was a great day to bask in a key aspect of Tubacôs rich history. If you werenôt involved this 

year, consider doing so next year. Celebrating our history is a great way to celebrate Tubac! 



THS Web Site in the Works 

At a recent Board Meeting we approved the no-

tion of developing a web site for THS. For a lit-

tle over a year, weôve had whatôs called a splash 

page for our online catalog of holdings. That just 

gives our name and basic information about our 

opening hours and so forth plus a link to the 

searchable database of our library, archival, map, 

and photograph collections. 

The new site will feature a homepage giving in-

formation about THSôs mission and an overview 

of the incredible history with which our area is 

blessed. There will be a link to our existing 

online catalog and other links to pages that will 

feature Events Calendars, Volunteer Opportuni-

ties, Membership Applications, THS Merchan-

dise offerings, current and previous Newsletters, 

and a page of Links to other history related or-

ganizations. Eventually weôd like to be able to 

display images of some of our unique photo-

graphs in a slideshow format, link to audio files 

with excerpts from our Oral History collection, 

and even to provide a computer based version of 

the Walking Tour weôre currently developing. 

Elaine Bender of Tubac Technologies is helping 

with the initial design and construction. There is 

plenty of room for volunteer participation with 

this project, so if one or more aspects caught 

your attention, come get involved! 

 

 

Tubac Historical Society Wishes Its 

Membership a Happy New Year! 

Mystery Photos 

The photograph above was printed in one 

of Frank Griffinôs Arizonian issues from 

the late 1950s. It was labeled ñPresidio Ru-

ins, ca. 1926,ò but that seems almost cer-

tainly incorrect. But where and what is 

this? The photograph below is a known 

local landmark, but as a sort of trivia ques-

tion, weôre challenging readers to identify 

it.  

If any readers can help in the identification 

of either of these images, THS would be 

delighted. You can mail us at P O Box 

3261, Tubac, AZ 85646, drop by our quar-

ters in the north end of the Tubac Commu-

nity Center, or send an email to us at 

sdk878@earthlink.net. Please put óMystery 

Photoô in the subject line. 
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A Pictorial History of Tubac : 

Where Art and History Meet by 

Mark Bollin and Mary Bingham. 

THS members pay just $25.00. 

 

They Lived in Tubac by 

Elizabeth Brownell. THS 

members get 10% off the 

regular$26.95  price. 

Tubac by Richard Wormser; 

illustrations by Suzi Hessel-

barth. THS members get 10% 

off the regular $10.00 price. 

Other books available from Tubac Historical Society 


